
Hartford Hospital School of Nursing Alumnae Association 
Annual Meeting and Banquet  

September 22, 2024 

Sheraton Hartford Hotel South. Rocky Hill, CT 

 Board Members Present: 

1. Mary Jane Densmore 2. Christine Johnson, 3. Theresa Gwozdz, 4. Patricia Ciarcia, 5, Phyllis 
DeMaine, 6. Betty Ann Fusco, 7. Karen Mazzarella.  8. Lesley McGrath, 9. Sheila Rowell, 10. 
Jane Lasher, 11. Diane Labedzki 12. Jerry Sicaras.  13. Mary Jane Malone. 

Not Present: 1. Gail Rapoza, 2. Alicia Junghans 

The meeting was called to order by President, Mary Jane Densmore at 1:10 pm.  She introduced the 
head table including guest Brenda Kastenbaum (Writer for up coming Tribute booklet) and later 
introduced the past presidents and board members.    

Treasurer reports were given by Jane Lasher.  Annual Treasurer’s Report:  

      Balance on Sep. 1, 2023 - $35.321.73,   Deposits from 9/1/23 to 9/1/024 - $89.241.00.  Expenses 
9/1/23-9/1/24 - $107,702.86.   Balance as of 9/1/2024 - $16,861.31 

Theresa Gwodz – Vice Treasurer:  Medical fund Utilized by 110 members, Total $330,000.00 was paid 
out from the Medical Fund.  Scholarships - $51,000 for 10 recipients. Donations $27,000. 

Donations for last fiscal year –Total  $27,000.  This including   – 1. Tunnel to towers -$1,000.  2. Camp Courant 
- $2,000, 3. World Central Kitchen - $5,000, 4. The Italian Home for Children $1,000. 5. The Villages for Family 
and Children - $3,000.  6. Mary’s Place - $1,000.  7.  Food Share - $5,000.   8. International Medical clinic of 
Honduras - $4,000.  Partners in Health – Haiti $3,000.  

    On 9/4/2024, a motion was made via E-mail to Donate $2,000 to the CT Flood Relief.    All in favor except 
Christine and Diane not voting.   A donation was made. 

 Scholarship Committee:  Report given by Phyllis DeMaine –The 10 Scholarship recipients   
introduced. *Two recipients were family of HHSN members.  Seven recipients were present.  

1. Shanelys Keovilay  
2. Casey Kelley* 
3. Windry Candelario 
4. Mordechai Howath 
5. Nicole Marcelino 
6. Grace Bielesz 
7. Mike Lipka 
8. Joseph Perucki  
9. Elizabeth Robbins 
10. Amanda Sinkewicz * 
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On 8/29/24:  A motion was made by Terry Gwordz to extend the Medical Fund until Dec. 1, 2026 via 
E-Mail.  On line vote was passed per Mary Jane Densmore.  

Executive Director of Alumnae Affairs: Pat Ciarcia stated that we now have a total of 520 members, 
60 less since 2023.  28 have passed.   

        Miriam Sihvonen ’40,  Jennie Worobel Irelan ’43,  Evelyn Deming Green ’46,  Norma Salley 
Lundquist ’48,  Alice Draghi Sabo ’48,  Evelyn Burghardt Olson ’50,  Eleanor Bolinder Olson ’50,       
Jean Canfield Hill ’53,  Edith Kuehn Zimmerman ’53,  Rosemary Riester Carlson ’54,                    
Elizabeth Misani Clinton ’57,   Elizabeth Luginbuhl ’60,  Kathleen Stockwell Martindale ’61,       
Christine Bergomi Gionta ’62,  Mary Polios Polio ’63,  Mary Finch Byrd ’64, S ally Hersey Cassarino ’66, 
Susan Ewing Pritchard ’68,  Joan Carpenter ’70,  Laura Nadeau Bergeron ’71,  Bonita Alard 
Lewandowski ’71,  Joan McKinney Carson ’73, Cathy Haupt Fitzgerald ’73,  Kathleen Mandl Baker ’74, 
Susan Bolstridge Chambers ’74,  Rosemary Rossi ’74,  Karen Langley Stibitz ’74,                                  
Judith Child Talbert ’74. 

The Nightingale Tribute was read by Pat Ciarcia for all those HHSN nurses who have been lost in the 
past year. 

HHSN Plaque:  Betty Anne Fusco presented the report on the HHSN Nursing Plaque that now is placed 
near the Nursing Statue in the lobby of Hartford Hospital.  Originally it was going to be placed in 2026 
but it arrived early and it was decided to place it in the lobby rather that storing it for 2 more years.   

MJ Densmore:  gave report regarding Dissolution.  She stated it is not easy and we take it very 
seriously.  This organization means so much to all the members.  A lawyer has been consulted and will 
help with all legal matters.   Any funds left will be given to an organization that will continue with the 
Nursing Education Scholarships.   

Nominating Committee:  Betty Ann Fusco stated no nominations were being made at this time since 
we have only two years until dissolution.  Everyone on the board was willing to continue for the next 
2 years.  A motion was made, and seconded and all were in favor except for two members of the Class 
of ’76 voting no.  Motion passed.  Two members from the class of ’76 wanted to continue and had 
wanted to help so that we would not have to have a dissolution.  MJ stated that she will meet with 
any members who are upset about the dissolution at a later time.  

There were 185 members present, 24 non-members and 22 guests at the Banquet, for a total of 231.  
There were 21 states represented.  The golden bedpan was passed by Cathy Jeffery and Marilyn 
Miller Class of ‘73 to Betsy Gaudian and Jane Lasher Class of ‘74.   

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, seconded and all members voted and motion 
passed. 
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Meeting adjourned:   3:15 pm   

Respectfully Submitted, 

   Phyllis DeMaine, Recording Secretary 

Roll call was started from the Class of 1976-1950.  

May You Always Walk in Sunshine and Auld Lang Syne were sung.  

 

 


